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SUB J : PRESIDENT PARK MEETS PRESS, 1/12/77 

REF: SEOUL 0025 (DTG 040843Z JAN 77) 

SUMMARY: PRESIDENT PARK'S ANNUAL PRESS CONFERENCE CONTAINED 
NO SURPRISES AND LITTLE THAT WAS NEW. ONLY ANNOUNCEMENT OF DIRECT 
INTEREST TO US IS NEW LINK BETWEEN NK ACCEPTANCE OF NON AGGRESSION 
PACT WITH ROK AND ROK AGREEMENT NOT TO OPPOSE WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. 
TROOPS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S "PRESS CONFERENCE" JANUARY 12, PRESIDENT 
PAK CHONG-HUI ADDRESSED BLUE HOUSE PRESS CORPS, ASSEMBLED 
MINISTERS, AND NATION OVER RADIO AND TELEVISION FOR OVER TWO HOURS. 
ONLY NEW ELEMENT OF DIRECT INTEREST TO US WAS THAT PAK, IN RENEWING 
HIS JANUARY 1974 PROPOSAL OF MUTUAL NON-AGGRESSION PACT WITH 
NORTH KOREA (NK), WENT ON TO SAY THAT, IF NK ACCEPTED SUCH A PACT 
FORMALLY, PAK WOULD NOT OBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. TROOPS FROM 
KOREA. AS ALREADY REPORTED, EMBASSY HAD BEEN FOREWARNED OF THIS 
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DEVELOPMENT. PAK ALSO STRESSED MAINTENANCE OF TRADITIONAL ROK-US 
FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL DEFENSE SYSTEM. 

2. OTHER NEW ELEMENTS: IN NOTING THAT SOUTH-NORTH TALKS WERE IN 
VIRTUAL DEADLOCK, PAK SAID HE WOULD AGREE TO OPEN TALKS WITH NK 
AT P'ANMUNJOM OR ANY THIRD LOCATION, AS NK SEEMED TO OBJECT PARTI- 
CULARLY TO SEOUL AS SITE. PAK ALSO STATED THAT ROK IS PREPARED TO 
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PROVIDE NK WITH RICE AND BARLEY, TO ALLEVIATE FOOD SHORTAGES 
CURRENTLY REPORTED IN NK. 

3. PAK OPENED "PRESS CONFERENCE” (AN ANNUAL AND UNIQUE EVENT) 

WITH 13-MINUTE STATEMENT AND SPENT REST OF TIME READING ANSWERS 
TO NINE QUESTIONS OBVIOUSLY APPROVED IN ADVANCE. PAK SPENT 
GREATEST AMOUNT OF TIME ANSWERING QUESTIONS ABOUT GOALS OF 
FOURTH FIVE-YEAR PLAN (WHICH STARTS THIS YEAR) AND ANNOUNCING 
ECONOMIC POLICIES FOR 1977. PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED NEW NATIONWIDE 
DRIVE TO CONSERVE ENERGY BY TEN PERCENT, ADDING THAT ECONOMIC 
GROWTH IN 1977 SHOULD ALSO BE TEN PERCENT. 

4. OTHER TOPICS DISCUSSED INCLUDED FOREIGN POLICY FOR NEW 
YEAR, CAMPAIGN FOR ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM (SOJONG SWAESIN), 

CULTURE AND EDUCATION, AND NEW VILLAGE MOVEMENT (SAEMAUL UNDONG). 
PAK ENDED BY NOTING THAT KOREAN ECONOMIC "MIRACLE" WAS IN FACT 
RESULT OF SWEAT, BLOOD, AND TEARS OF ALL KOREANS, CALLING FOR 

NO SLACKING OF EFFORTS, AND WARNING OF "TRIALS AND CHALLENGES" 

TO COME. 

5. COMMENT: PRESIDENT PAK'S DELIVERY OF ADDRESS WAS SERIOUS 
AND WAS UNINSPIRING; HE IS NOT A GOOD ORATOR. HE SPOKE WITH 
INCREASED STRENGTH AND INTEREST IN SECTION PROPOSING NON-AGGRESSION 
PACT WITH NK, BUT MUCH OF SPEECH WAS SOPORIFIC. FULL TEXT 

OF ADDRESS AND ANSWERS TO "QUESTIONS" WILL BE FORWARDED WHEN 
OFFICIAL TRANSLATION AVAILABLE (PROBABLY TOMORROW). END COMMENT. 
SNEIDER 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, PRESS CONFERENCES, NONAGGRESSION AGREEMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 12-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SEOUL00278 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77001 1-0721 
Format: TEL 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 58/aaaabzcq.tel 

Line Count: 88 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: cc5470da-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 SEOUL 25 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25-Aug-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3614707 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT PARK MEETS PRESS, 1/12/77 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, KS, KN, US, (PARK CHUNG HEE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/cc5470da-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



